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Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report,  1954 


1  he  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 

Rural  District  of  Luton. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  Luton  Rural 
District  for  1954  1  have  need  to  emphasize  that  the  sanitary  circumstances  of 
this  area  continue  to  be  very  unsatisfactory.  During  the  last  ten  years  (before 
1954)  it  is  a  fact  that  no  new  public  sewer  has  been  made  available  anywhere 
in  the  District  and  owing  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  houses,  new  cesspools 
have  continually  to  be  provided.  At  the  present  time  there  are  approximately 
1,200  cesspools  in  the  District,  the  average  capacity  of  which  is  two  loads  or 
1,500  gallons.  The  number  of  cesspools  is  increasing  by  approximately  75 
per  annum  and  some  of  these  are  of  a  very  large  capacity,  4,000  to  8,000 
gallons.  As  it  is  well  known,  extensive  housing  developments  are  going  on 
in  the  District.  Two  large  estates  are  at  Warden  Hill  and  a  third  one  is  being 
planned.  Similar  housing  development  is  taking  place  at  Caddington. 

Another  unsatisfactory  position  is  to  be  found  in  certain  Parishes  which 
have  no  foul  water  sewers  or  insufficient  ones.  This  applies  particularly  to 
Tilsworth  and  Chalgrave  and  to  a  smaller  extent  to  Billington,  Stanbridge, 
Eggington  and  Hockliffe.  We  find  it  quite  impossible  to  maintain  these 
ditches  in  a  satisfactory  condition  simply  because  suitable  labour  is  unobtain¬ 
able. 


At  the  time  of  writing  this  letter  there  is  an  overwhelming  list  of  applica¬ 
tions  for  cesspool  emptying.  Sufficient  labour  cannot  be  obtained  and 
vehicles  are  standing  unattended  in  the  garage.  I  should  like  to  draw  the 
urgent  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  Report  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
of  10th  October,  195  5  on  this  matter. 

1  wish  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  help  that  has  always  been  given 
to  me  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Council  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  A.  PARGETER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Rural  District  of  Luton. 


SECTION  A  —  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 
1.  Vital  Statistics. 

Area  of  District . . 

Population  as  estimated  by  Registrar-General 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (approximate) 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1st  April  . 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ... 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  : 

(a)  Council 

(b)  Private  enterprise 


48,590  acres 
20,090 
6,597 
£97,712 
£427 

121 

145 


Boundary  Extensions. 

As  a  result  of  the  Dunstable  (Extension)  Order,  1954,  which  came  into 
operation  on  March  1  6th  of  that  year,  fifty-six  acres  originally  in  the  Luton 
Rural  District  Council  area  were  brought  into  the  Borough  of  Dunstable. 
This  added  area  is  almost  completely  built  up  with  Council  houses  and  flats 
and  ten  Police  houses. 

As  a  result  of  this  boundary  change  the  birth  and  death  figures  received 
from  the  Registrar  General  relate  to  the  old  boundaries  for  the  first  quarter  of 
1954,  whereas  those  for  the  last  three  quarters  are  for  the  areas  as  constituted 
after  the  boundary  change  on  1st  April,  1954. 

The  Population  Estimates  provided  are  based  at  30th  June,  1954. 


Extracts  from  vital  statistics  for  the  year. 


The  following  table  gives  extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  year 
1954  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General: — 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births  : 

325 

169 

156 

Legitimate  ... 

302 

154 

148 

Illegitimate 

23 

15 

8 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

Crude  Rate 

16.2 

Adjusted  Rate  17.8 

Still  Births  : 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still  births)  ... 

3.1 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Deaths  : 

198 

102 

96 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ... 

Crude  Rate 

9.9 

Adjusted  Rate  10.9 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year  1954. 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

Total  .  8  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  24.6 

Legitimate  ...  5  Rate  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births  24.8 

Illegitimate  ...  3  Rate  per  1,000  Illegitimate  live  births  130.2 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  31 


Note. — Adjusted  birth  and  death  rates  are  obtained  by  multiplying  the 
'  crude  rate  by  the  area  comparability  factor  supplied  from  the 
General  Register  Office.  This  factor  for  both  births  and  deaths  in  the 
Luton  Rural  District  is  1.01. 


2.  Population. 

The  population  figures  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  the  last 
7  years  are  as  follows: — 


1948  . 

18,600 

1949  . 

18,970 

1950  . 

19,290 

1951  . 

19,460 

1952  . 

19,710 

1953  . 

19,770 

1954  . 

20,090 

The  natural  increase  in  the  population 
and  death  rates  are  as  follows: — 

or  difference  between  the  birth 

1948  . 

6.9 

1949  . 

8.1 

1950  . . 

5.9 

1951  . 

5.1 

1952  . 

6.1 

1953  . 

5.7 

1954  . 

6.3 

3  &  4.  Birth  and  Death  Rates. 


Year 

Population 

Births 

Birth  Rate 

Birth  Rate 
for  England 
&  Wales 

Deaths 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Death 

Rate  for 
England 
&  Wales 

1948 

18,600 

339 

18.2 

17.9 

211 

11.3 

10.8 

1949 

18,970 

333 

17.6 

16.7 

180 

9.5 

11.7 

1950 

19,290 

324 

16.8 

15.8 

212 

10.9 

11.6 

1951 

19,460 

304 

15.3 

15.5 

203 

10.2 

12.5 

1952 

19,710 

308 

15.3 

15.3 

187 

9.3 

11.3 

1953 

19.770 

309 

15.6 

15.5 

197 

9.9 

11.4 

1954 

20,090 

325 

16.2 

15.2 

198 

9.9 

11.3 

•1 


BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  DEATH  RATES  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1954. 

(England  and  Wales) 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 


Births 


Luton  England 

Rural  District  and  Wales 
Rates  per  1,000  Civilian 
Population 


Live  . 

16.2 

15.2 

0.05 

0.36 

Still  . 

3.1 

24.0  (a) 

aths  : 

All  causes  .  . 

9.9 

11.3 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  . 

0.00 

— 

W'hooping  Cough  . 

0.00 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.09 

0.17 

Influenza  . 

0.00 

0.19 

Smallpox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0.00 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including  Polioencephalitis) 

0.00 

0.01 

Pneumonia  .  . 

0.49 

1.93 

tifications  : 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

0.00 

0.01 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0.00 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1.54 

0.96 

Whooping  Cough  ...  . 

7.81 

2.39 

Diphtheria  . 

0.00 

0.00 

Erysipelas  . 

0.25 

0.12 

Smallpox 

0.00 

— 

Measles  . 

0.25 

3.32 

Pneumonia  ...  .  . 

0.50 

0.59 

Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Paralytic  . 

0.00 

0.03 

Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Non-Paralytic  ...  . 

0.00 

0.01 

Food  Poisoning  .  . 

0.00 

0.02 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age  ... 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2  years  of 

age  . 


(a)  Notifications  : 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 


Rates  per  1,000  live  births 


24.6 

25.5f 

3.1 

0.8 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births 
(live  and  still) 


1773 


( b )  Maternal  Mortality  : 


Sepsis  of  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  the  Puerperium 

— 

— 

Other  Toxaemias  of  Pregnancy  ...  . 

— 

— 

Haemorrhage  of  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth 

— 

Abortion  with  Toxaemia 

— 

Abortion  with  Sepsis 

— 

011 

Abortion  without  Sepsis . 

— 

Other  Complications  of  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and 
Puerperium  ...  . 

- . 

0.58 

A  dash  ( — )  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths  or  notifications, 
f  per  1,000  related  births. 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 
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6.  Infant  Mortality. 

The  following  table  shows  deaths  of  infants  from  stated  causes  in  weeks 
and  months  under  one  year  of  age. 


0- 

Broncho  Pneumonia  ...  — 

Prematurity  ...  ...  3 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  — 

Gastro-Enteritis  ...  — 


Total 

Weeks  under 

one 

1-  2-  3-  month 


3 


Months 

Total 

under 

1- 

3- 

6- 

one 

9-  year 

1 

1 

1 

—  3 

—  3 

1 

1 

■ 

—  1 

—  1 

Totals  .  3  —  —  —  3  3  1  1  —  8 


DEATHS  OF  RESIDENTS  IN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

OF  LUTON 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1954. 

1. 

C  auses  of  Death. 
Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

M. 

1 

F. 

1 

? 

1  uberculosis,  other 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

4. 

1  fiphtheria 

3. 

W  hooping  Cough 

0. 

Meningococcal  infections 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8. 

Measles 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

1 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

5 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

_ 

i 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

11 

5 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

16. 

Diabetes 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

17 

12 

18 

Coronary  disease,  agina 

13 

9 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

12 

23 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

4 

22 

Influenza 

- » 

_ 

23. 

Pneumonia 

6 

4 

’4. 

Bronchitis 

9 

2 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— -» 

3 

26 

f  leer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

_ 

’7. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

— 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  alrortion 

- . 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

11 

15 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

4 

1 

35. 

Suicide  ...  ...  . 

1 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- * 

— 

Totals 

102 

96 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1941-1954 
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NOTIFIED  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (Civilian). 


Under 
l  yr. 

1 

to 

2 

3 

to 

4 

5 

to 

9 

10 

to 

14 

15 

to 

24 

25 

and 

over 

Age 

Un¬ 

known 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

21 

7 

1 

31 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

40 

41 

64 

2 

1 

157 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  ..... 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  (Non-paralytic) 

Measles  (excluding  rubella) 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Diphtheria 

Ac.  pneumonia 

2 

1 

2 

7 

12 

Dysentery 

Smallpox  . 

Ac.  encephalitis  (Infective) 

Ac.  encephalitis  (Post-Infectious) 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  lever 

Paratyphoid  fevers 

Erysipelas . 

1 

5 

6 

Meningococcal  infection 

Food  poisoning 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

TOTALS  . 

9 

44 

43 

90 

11 

1 

13 

211 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1954 


Age  periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year  . 

1  year  . 

1 

...... 

5  years 

1 

10  ..  . 

1 

1 

15  „  . 

1 

1 

1 

20  ..  . 

1 

1 

25  ..  . 

1 

3 

2 

35  ..  . 

2 

1 

45  ..  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

55  ,.  . . 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

1 

Age  unknown 

1 

TOTALS  . 

7 

8 

6 

3 

1 

1 

. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR  S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

1954 


1.  (i)  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Main  Water. 

All  main  supplies  have  been  bacteriologically  examined  at  frequent 
intervals  and  for  this  purpose  193  samples  were  taken.  The  Bacteriologists 
reports  have  usually  been  ‘  Highly  Satisfactory  ’  with  the  exception  of  Cadding- 
ton  and  Slip  End  where  the  least  inefficiency  of  chlorination  reflects  itself  in 
the  presence  of  *  coliform  bacilli.’ 

During  the  year  the  Toddington  main  was  extended  to  the  village  of 
Chalton  and  the  hamlet  Lower  Sundon  and  an  improved  main  supply  replaced 
the  supply  at  Sundon  Village. 

The  Kensworth  main  was  extended  to  the  parish  of  Whipsnade,  replaced 
the  supply  at  Studham  and  was  further  extended  to  replace  the  supply  at 
Eaton  Bray. 

Private  Water  Supplies. 

66  samples  were  taken  mostly  from  wells  in  villages,  etc.,  where  the  main 
supply  had  been  taken.  The  owners  have  since  been  requested  to  provide 
a  wholesome  water  supply  by  connecting  to  the  Council  s  main.  These  im¬ 
provements  have  not  proceeded  at  a  satisfactory  pace  on  account  of  property 
owners  being  reluctant  to  provide  a  separate  supply  from  the  main  to  each 
dwelling  house  and  in  some  cases  difficulty  in  finding  builders  prepared  to 
carry  out  this  type  of  contract.  The  Council  will  have  under  consideration 
early  in  193  5  a  proposal  which  will  provide  for  one  connection  to  the  main 
serving  more  than  one  house  and  this  should  expedite  the  connection  of  these 
dwelling  houses  to  the  main  supply. 


Summary 

of  Sampling  Results 

Satisfactory 

Mains 

160 

Private 

17 

Suspicious 

.  .  • 

8 

1 

48 

Unsatisfactory 

25 

Total 

193 

66 

1.  (ii)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District  as  they  relate  to  these  matters 
continues  to  cause  much  disquiet. 

The  fact  that  during  the  ten  post-war  years  a  new  public  sewer  has  not 
become  available  anywhere  in  the  District  reflects  unfavourably.  During 
those  years  an  increasing  number  of  cesspools  have  been  provided  and  by  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  approximately  1,200  cesspools  in  the  District,  the 
average  capacity  of  which  is  two  loads  or  1,500  gallons. 
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I  have  on  more  than  one  occasion  stressed  the  hazards  of  the  poise  on 
which  the  Cesspool  Emptying  Service  works. 

The  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  labour  and  the  even  greater  difficulty 
of  obtaining  economically  placed  sites  for  disposal  of  the  waste  threatens  to 
bring  this  outmoded  system  of  drainage  disposal  into  a  state  of  collapse.  It 
is  almost  a  Gilbertian  situation  to  find  an  overwhelming  list  of  applications 
for  cesspool  emptying,  yet  vehicles  standing  in  the  garage  unattended,  hardly 
to  mention  the  possibility  of  labour  being  sufficient  with  no  sites  available  for 
disposing  of  the  waste. 

During  the  year  5,127  cesspools  were  emptied  comprising  10,364  loads. 
There  were  five  vehicles  in  service. 

Approximately  50%  of  this  service  is  taken  up  in  two  areas,  viz: 
Caddington  Parish  and  at  Warden  Hill.  Dwelling  houses  are  being  erected 
apace  in  these  areas  yet  their  drainage  is  disposed  of  (and  sometimes  “  not 
disposed  of”)  in  a  manner  which  our  Victorian  forebears  considered  to  be 
primitive.’ 

1.  (iii)  PONDS,  DITCHES,  WATERCOURSES. 

The  circumstances  in  these  respects  are  closely  related  to  those  obtaining 
in  the  previous  paragraphs.  It  is  quite  impracticable  to  maintain  ditches  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  in  Parishes  not  served  by  foul  water  sewers.  The  Parishes 
of  Tilsworth  and  Chalgrave  suffer  particularly  in  this  respect  and  to  a  lesser 
degree  Billington,  Stanbridge,  Eggington  and  Hockliffe. 

2.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

See  Report  on  Ponds,  Ditches  and  Water  Courses. 

3.  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Progress  in  this  direction  continues  to  be  somewhat  slow  and  is  likely  to 
remain  so  until  sewers  are  available.  The  existing  pail  closets  are  doubtless 
less  insanitary  than  water  closets  which  cannot  be  properly  flushed  as  a  result 
of  drains  and  cesspools  being  full.  It  must  be  perfectly  clear  to  anyone  read¬ 
ing  this  Report  that  progress  in  sanitary  administration  and  the  sanitary  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  district  depends  entirely  on  the  provision  of  adequate  foul  water 
sewers. 

3.  (ii)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

During  the  year  a  fourth  Refuse  Collection  Vehicle  of  1  1  cubic  yards 
capacity  was  brought  into  operation  although  the  labour  forces  viz.,  8  men 
remains  the  same.  It  was  possible  thereby  to  reduce  the  frequency  of  collec¬ 
tion  from  15  to  12  days,  but  having  regard  to  the  development  going  on  in 
the  area  it  was  necessary  by  the  end  of  the  year  to  seek  additional  labour. 
In  a  district  placed  such  as  we  are,  surrounding  industrial  towns  where  the 
labour  shortage  is  acute  the  job  of  ’  humping  ’  dustbins  offers  no  attraction  in 
the  labour  market  and  if  the  situation  does  not  improve  it  may  be  necessary 
in  time  to  return  to  the  kerbside  collection  of  household  refuse. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  Council  have  2  Refuse  Tips  in  the  district,  one  at  Mile  1  ree  Road, 

Heath  and  Reach  and  the  other  at  Park  Road,  Toddington.  Quantities  of 

refuse  are  also  disposed  of  at  Luton  Borough  and  Dunstable  Borough  Refuse 
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Tips.  At  the  tips  owned  by  the  Council  disposal  is  carried  out  by  means  of 
a  modified  form  of  controlled  tipping.  Having  regard  to  the  shortage  of 
covering  material  and  the  contours  of  the  quarries  available  it  is  not  practicable 
to  tip  in  6  ft.  layers. 


Salvage. 

The  salvage  of  waste  paper  was  discontinued  in  1953  it  being  quite  un¬ 
economical  to  transport  quantities  of  paper  long  distances  as  obtaining  in  the 
Rural  District,  unload  at  the  Depot  and  then  resort  to  bailing  this  material 
and  on  completion  receive  about  £7  per  ton.  However,  the  salvage  of  metal 
is  being  continued  and  the  statement  of  sale  and  income  for  1954  is  as 
follows: — 

£  s.  d. 

63  0  0 

41  16  10 

1  7  6 

21  18  4 

2  8  9 

£130  11  5 

Trade  Refuse. 

A  special  collection  is  arranged  for  business  premises  where  trade  refuse 
is  produced,  the  list  is  being  added  to  from  year  to  year  and  the  charge  for 
this  service  amounts  to  10/6  per  bin  per  twice  monthly  collection. 


Mixed  Metal 
Cast  Iron 
Rags  . . . 
Miscellaneous 


3.  (iii)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following  is  a  numerical  summary  of  inspections,  re-inspections, 
investigations,  visits,  interviews,  etc.,  carried  out  during  the  year: — 


GENERAL  SANITATION. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage  ...  ...  ...  257 

Ditches  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  39 

Refuse/Accumulations,  Deposits,  etc.  ...  74 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  414 

Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  241 

NUISANCES. 

Premises  (defects)  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  7 

Disinfestation  (Bugs,  fleas)  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  (Other  insects)  ...  ...  16 

Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  26 

Smoke  and  Dust  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Rodents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  and  Reinspection  159 

SPECIAL  PREMISES 

Factories  and  Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  2  7 

Knacker  s  Yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Hotels  and  Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  93 

Petroleum  . . .,  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  208 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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FOOD. 

General  Stores 
Butcher’s  Shops 
Hsh  Shops  and  Vehicles 
Bakehouses 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  etc. 
Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

MILK  AND  ICE  CREAM. 

Dairies 

Milk  Samples 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

Ice  Cream  Retail  Vehicles 

Ice  Cream  Samples 

Liquid  Egg 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Investigations 
Disinfections 
Food  Poisoning 

CLEANSING  SERVICES  ... 
HOUSING. 

Houses  Inspected 

Overcrowding 

Reinspections 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Burial  Acts 
Emergency  Meals 


37 

41 

1 

36 

33 

424 


2 

127 

5 

1 

14 

23 


69 

13 

2 

368 


264 

20 

301 


3 

1 


3707 


3.  (iv)  ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES. 

146  Nuisances  were  abated  as  a  result  of  Informal  approaches  to  the 
person  by  whose  act,  default,  etc.,  the  Nuisance  arose.  In  several  Parishes 
property  owners  have  some  difficulty  in  finding  builders  to  do  work  such  as 
may  be  involved  in  the  abatement  of  Nuisances.  Most  of  the  building  labour 
in  the  area  is  engaged  on  house  construction  and  there  are  few  men  referred 
to  as  “  jobbing  ”  builders  left  to  deal  with  works  of  repair  and  maintenance. 
Householders  experience  much  difficulty  in  finding  men  holding  sets  of  drain 
rods  when  household  drains  are  choked  and  invariably  the  work  has  to  be 
carried  out  by  the  Council’s  workmen  and  a  charge  made  accordingly. 

3.  (v)  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

The  District  continues  to  attract  caravans  most  of  which  are  of  a  suitable 
type.  Generally  conditions  are  maintained  at  a  satisfactory  level  although 
1  am  of  opinion  that  however  good  this  may  be,  used  as  permanent  residence, 
these  dwellings  fall  into  a  sub-standard  class.  The  limitations  imposed  both 
inside  and  outside  a  caravan  must  be  obvious.  Doubtless  such  accommoda¬ 
tion  is  ideal  for  holiday  camping  but  during  severe  cold  and  again  under  a 
blazing  sun  they  afford  a  minimum  of  comfort.  There  are  some  sites  in  the 
District  where  there  has  been  little  regard  to  planning  requirements  and  my 
Council  will  be  dealing  with  this  aspect  of  the  position  in  the  near  future. 
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There  were  approximately  300  caravans  used  as  permanent  residence 
stationed  in  the  District  at  the  end  of  1  934,  but  this  figure  does  not  include  the 
caravan  site  at  Whipsnade  which  holds  approximately  30  caravans  most  of 
which  are  used  between  May  and  October. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Atmospheric  Pollution.  Dust  Emission  at  Houghton  Regis. 

The  position  here  is  being  kept  under  observation.  A  Deposit  Gauge 
has  been  in  use  during  the  year  and  the  information  obtained  from  the  Public 
Analyst  with  respect  to  these  deposits  is  forwarded  to  the  Alkali  &  Works 
Inspector  for  this  area.  There  appears  to  have  been  an  improvement  at 
‘  High  Level  ’  but  the  ‘  Low  Level  emissions  of  dust  appears  to  have 
deteriorated  during  the  year.  Approaches  have  been  made  to  the  manager 
of  the  Cement  Works  at  Houghton  Regis  and  the  Alkali  &  Works  Inspector 
has  put  to  the  Works  Manager  certain  suggestions  which  should  result  in  the 
abatement  of  the  Nuisance  here. 

From  time  to  time,  the  Cement  Works  at  Sundon  and  the  Lime  Works 
at  Barton  have  emitted  dust  in  such  quantities  as  to  appear  to  be  a  Nuisance 
and  the  management  in  each  case  has  been  approached  with  a  view  to  carry¬ 
ing  out  such  improvements  as  will  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  Nuisance.  The 
chalk  belt  which  runs  from  the  south  west  to  the  north  east  of  the  district  is 
studded  with  cement  works  and  lime  works.  Considerable  areas  of  quarry 
are  exposed  and  this  industry  is  producing  10/12  thousand  tons  of  cement, 
lime,  etc.,  per  week.  It  is  inevitable  that  with  this  large  production  of  a  com¬ 
modity  which  physically  is  '  dust,’  even  where  efficiency  is  high,  a  certain 
amount  is  bound  to  escape  and  by  so  doing  becomes  a  Nuisance  and  particu¬ 
larly  in  villages  situated  on  the  chalk  belt.  These  conditions  are,  however, 
kept  under  continuous  observation. 

SECTION  D  —  HOUSING. 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factory  ...  ...  •••  ...  — 

(6)  Number  of  houses  placed  in  Category  5  (Rural 
Housing  Survey)  which  were  rendered  fit  for 
habitation 


264 

264 

Nil 

Nil 

43 

205 

16 
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REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE 
OF  FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  28 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(1)  (a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(  1  )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ... 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owner 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(  1  )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  formal  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  •  •  •> 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

(la)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  informal  notices  were  served  requir¬ 
ing  defects  to  be  remedied  .... 

(2a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  informal 
notices 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  1  1  and  1  3  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(  1  )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 
in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ... 

(3)  Number  of  unfit  dwelling-houses 
demolished 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1  936  : 

(  1  )  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made  ....  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  deter¬ 
mined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  ...  •••  Nil 


4 

Nil 

171 

146 

23 

21 

21 
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SECTION  E  —  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Once  again  the  supervision  of  food  premises  has  taken  up  a  considerable 
amount  of  time.  205  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  covering  food 
premises  of  all  kinds.  The  standard  of  hygienic  storage  and  handling  of 
food  has  steadily  improved  and  it  is  very  pleasing  to  know  that  these  improve¬ 
ments  have  resulted  from  informal  approaches  to  owners  and  managements 
whose  staffs  in  addition  have  been  very  co-operative.  Informal  notice  has 
been  served  on  the  person  concerned  where  contraventions  of  the  Act  and 
Food  Byelaws  have  been  found.  Nevertheless  it  is  considered  that  more 
progress  has  been  made  by  regular  inspection  and  personal  contact. 

Licenced  Premises. 

These  have  all  been  subjected  to  regular  inspection  and  here  again  the 
willing  co-operation  of  owners,  managers  and  staffs  has  led  to  a  constant 
improvement  especially  concerning  the  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing 
facilities.  It  is  our  aim  to  ensure  that  as  far  as  possible  conditions  and  facilities 
in  the  country  premises  is  at  least  as  high  as  that  obtaining  in  the  towns.  Con¬ 
siderable  steps  have  been  taken  to  improve  the  living  accommodation  avail¬ 
able  to  the  licensees  by  the  provision  of  improved  facilities. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Samples  were  taken  of  tinned  cream  suspected  of  containing  food  poison¬ 
ing  organisms  but  the  Bacteriological  Reports  in  all  cases  were  negative. 

Liquid  Egg. 

23  samples  of  liquid  egg  (duck  and  chicken)  were  taken  during  the  year 
from  the  Egg  Packing  Stations  in  the  District  but  no  food  poisoning  organisms 
were  isolated. 

Damage  to  Food  Supplies. 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  is  any  appreciable  decrease  in  the  quantity 
of  food  damaged  in  transit.  It  is  a  pity  that  this  avoidable  waste  cannot  be 
stopped. 


Premises. 

Number  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Area. 

General  Stores  and  Village  Shops  ...  ...  83 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  ...  ...  ...  5 

Catering  Establishments  including  Cafes, 

Restaurants  and  Factory  Canteens  ...  46 

Licenced  Premises  (Inns  and  Hotels)  ...  70 


Note. — Of  the  Licenced  Premises  28  in  addition  hold  Catering  Licences 
and  these  have  not  been  included  in  the  total  of  Catering  Establishments. 

Premises  Registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  61 

Note. — These  premises  consist  of  48  General  Stores  and  Shops,  1  0  Cater¬ 
ing  Establishments  and  3  rooms  set  apart  in  connection  with  Licenced  Premises. 
Registered  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 
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Milk  —  Report  on  Milk  Sampling. 

Ungraded 

Pasteurised 

Accredited 

Tuberculin  Tested  ... 

Sterilised 

Milk  Shake 

(Pineapple  Flavoured) 

TOTAL 


Total 

87 

Satisfactory 

77 

Unsatisfactory 

10 

23 

25 

— 

3 

3 

— 

10 

1 

10 

1 

— 

126 

1  16 

10 

l  urther  check  samples  have  been  taken  where  such  samples  have  failed 
to  pass  the  statutory  test.  Inspections  have  been  made  and  where  necessary 
the  Milk  Production  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  been  informed. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949. 

Dairies  used  by  Distributors  of  Milk  in  the  Rural  District  have  been 
inspected  and  conditions  found  were  generally  satisfactory. 


Factories  Act  1937. 

During  the  year  2  7  inspections  were  made  of  Factories  and  conditions 
found  were  generally  satisfactory.  It  is  intended  in  future  to  continue  the 
work  of  inspection  of  Outworkers  premises  to  ensure  that  such  work  is  carried 
out  under  satisfactory  conditions. 


Bakehouses. 

36  inspections  were  made  during  the  year.  The  older  type  of  bakehouse 
still  continues  to  operate  in  a  few  of  the  Parishes  and  these  have  to  be  specially 
supervised  to  ensure  the  maintenance  of  hygienic  conditions. 


Ice  Cream. 

I  I  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  the  results  obtained  were  as 

follows: 


Provisional  Grade  I 

(Good) 

8 

11 

(Fairly  Good) 

2 

..  HI 

(Fair) 

1 

..  iv 

(Poor) 

Nil. 

A  further  five  premises  were  registered  for  the  Sale  and  Storage  of  Ice 
Cream,  which  appears  to  be  an  increasingly  popular  commodity  sold  by 
General  Stores.  Where  such  a  varied  trade  is  carried  on,  pre-packing  is 
insisted  upon  to  prevent  any  risk  of  contamination. 


to 


MEAT  INSPECTION  IN  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  Killed  ... 

27  0 

29 

51 

636 

309 

1301 

Number  Inspected 

Percentage  of  number  killed 

276 

29 

51 

636 

309 

1301 

which  were  inspected 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 

46 

7 

1 

20 

21 

95 

other  than  tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

16.67 

27.59 

3.92 

3.14 

6.79 

7.45 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

— 

— ■ 

— • 

— 1 

— 

— 

organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 

18 

9 

— 

— 

5 

32 

inspected  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis  ...  ...  . 

6.52 

31.03 

— 

— 

1.62 

2.45 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

The  following  quantities  of  foods  were  voluntarily  surrendered  on  being 


found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Imported  Beef  ...  ...  ...  44  lbs. 

Plums  (20  oz.  tins)  ...  ...  35 

Grapes  (16  oz.  tins)  ...  ...  2 

Cheese  (Boxes)  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pork  and  Beans  (16  oz.  tins)  ...  2 

Victoria  Plums  (20  oz.  tins)  ...  1 

Grapefruit  (20  oz.  tins)  ...  ...  1 

Ideal  Milk  (16  oz.  tins)  ...  ...  1 

Luncheon  Meat  (  4  lb.  tins)  ...  3 

Evaporated  Milk  (8  oz.  tins)  ...  4 

Pears  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Peaches  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Apricots  (15  oz.  tins)  ...  ...  6 

Cream  (6  oz.  tin)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Steak  and  Vegetables  (16  oz.  tins)  ...  3 

Beans  (16  oz.  tins)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dessicated  Coconut  ...  ...  ...  4  lbs. 

Italian  Tomatoes  (3  lbs.)  ...  ...  1 

Cherries  (10^  oz.  tins)  ...  ...  5 

Peas  (13-2  oz.  tins)  ...  ...  ...  5 

Italian  Tomatoes  (14  oz.  tins)  ...  2 

Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce  (16  oz.  tins)  2 

Raspberries  (19  oz.  tins)  ...  ...  6 

Raspberries  (14  oz.  tins)  ...  ...  1 

Paste  (  1 -4-  oz. )  ...  ...  ...  I  jar 

Milk  Powder  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cooked  Ham  ...  ...  ...  3f  lbs. 

Figs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  lbs. 

Pork  Sausages  ...  ...  ...  11£  lbs. 

Ham  ...  ...  ...  ...  6  ozs. 
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Cheese  ...  ...  6|  Ib9. 

Strawberries  (I  1  oz.  tins)  ...  ...  | 

Carrots  (  I  9  oz.  tins)  ...  ...  1 

Pilchards  (  1  lb. )  ...  ...  ...  1 

Beef  Loaf  (1  lb.)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Salt .  .  1  i  lbs. 

Beans  (16  oz.  tins)  ...  ...  1 

Cake  Mixture  (9  ozs. )  ...  ...  1  packet 

Corn  Flakes  (12  ozs.)  ...  ...  1  packet 

Chutney  (10  ozs.)  ...  ...  ..,  1  jar 

Gurnard  ...  ...  ...  ...  5  stone 

Steak  (20  oz.  tins)  ...  ...  ...  3  tins 

Corned  Beef  (7  lbs.)  ...  ...  1  tin 


Rodent  Control. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  carry  out  the  six-monthly  maintenance  treat¬ 
ment  on  two  sewer  systems  where  the  previous  annual  treatment  had  shown 
.-mall  infestations.  This  treatment  was  satisfactory. 

In  addition  the  annual  test  baiting  of  all  systems  was  carried  out  of  which 
all  but  two  were  found  to  be  clear  and  subsequently  the  poisoning  treatment 
was  carried  out  satisfactorily. 

During  the  year,  as  is  the  usual  practice,  survey  and  control  has  been 
carried  out  in  several  Parishes  and  the  general  situation  is  satisfactory  there 
being  no  major  infestations  and  largely  minor  infestations. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 
REPORT  OF  INSPECTIONS,  ETC. 

Type  of  Property 


Non- Agricultural 


Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  District 
(Notes  1  &  2) 

0) 

Local 

Authority 

14 

(2). 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(including 

Council 

Houses) 

6503 

(3) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

414 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1), 
(2)  &  (3) 

6931 

.(5) 

Agricultural 

238 

Number  of  properties  in- 
.-'pected  as  a  result  of  : 

(a)  Notification 

’0 

85 

155 

11 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

14 

1316 

43 

1373 

8 

(c)  Otherwise  (e  g.  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

6 

7 

13 

_ 

Total  inspections  carried 
out — including  re-inspections 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  (in  Sec.  II)  which 
were  found  to  be  infested 

by  : 

(a)  Rats  Major 

Minor 

6 

53 

67 

126 

15 

(b)  Mice — Major 

Minor 

, 

11 

3 

14 

— 

Number  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  (In  Sec.  4)  treated 
by  the  L  A 

6 

64 

7(1 

140 

15 

18 


OTHER  MATTERS  DEALT  WITH  BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Investigation  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  and  carrying  out  the  necessary 
disinfections. 

Investigations  in  connection  with  cases  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  in  animals 
which  had  passed  through  the  hands  of  cattle  dealers  in  the  District. 

Inspections  in  connection  with  the  Petroleum  Regulations  1928-1936. 

National  Assistance  Act  1948 — Section  50.  Burial  of  the  Dead. 

Public  Health  Department  —  Staff. 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  good  work  which  has  been  carried 
out  by  my  Deputy  Mr.  R.  G.  Burch  and  by  Miss  Joyce  the  Clerk  to  the 
Public  Health  Department. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  G.  HILL, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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